
170 POPULATION 

Subsection 5.—Sex and Age Distribution 

The sex and age distributions of a population are basic to most, if not all, other analyses, 
as they influence employment, marriage, birth and death rates and a multitude of other 
factors that are of great importance in the national life. 
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SURPLUS (+) OR DEFICIENCY ( - ) OF MALES PER 100 FEMALES 

Sex.—The Canadian population has always been characterized by an excess of males, 
although this excess has been greatly modified in recent years. Since Confederation, the 
peak sex ratio for Canada as a whole was 113 reached in 1911, a census year that fell within 
a period of heavy immigration; the 1961 ratio was 102. In the older settled provinces east 


